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This is the last issue of conference newsletter. Thank you for your cooperation. See you at the next

conference!
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All of the conference programs of today are held in Lecture Hall, Floor 2, Academy Common Bldg., Meiji Univ.
Please be notified that some of the programs have been changed.

10.00 — 12.00 Special lecture 4% 378 E
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Parents and their Child's Human Rights Kol TELDAEETT-D
12.00-13:30 Lunch Break B RIK#E
13.30-15.30 Closing Event AT
Award of "Korczak Merit Prize" to Dr. Shigeaki Hinohara
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A talk with Mr. Hinohara and Ms. Kuroyanagi

Closing the Conference by Batia Gilad Chair of the IKA
and Fumikatsu Inoue Chair of the JKA
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BEBMSEKL D Conference report of the third day

BARTOFEEDOMEFR Children’s Rights in Japan
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Yesterday’s first session was “Children’s Rights in Japan.” The speakers presented the current
insufficient implementation of children’s rights in Japan. Izumi Odakura reported how the children in
Japan struggle due to the excessive completion of the society. In the 3™ Concluding Observations
made by Committee on the Rights of the Child, U.N., they wrote as follows:

70. The Committee recognizes the exceptional academic excellence delivered by the Japanese
school system, but notes with concern that, in spite of the reduced numbers of children
competing for admission to schools and universities, complaints about excessive
competition continue to rise. It is also concerned that this highly competitive school
environment may contribute to bullying, mental disorders, truancy, drop-out and suicides
among children of school-going age.

Takeo Masaki also pointed out biological and health-administrative statistical data taken from show a
number of alarming changes in child health and growth in Japan. However, most of them are often
overlooked.
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In the afternoon session, we had as many as six educational practices. The presenters are from
Holland, Russia, Israel, etc. In addition to this variety of nationality, the presentation also showed
great variety. Some showed their work with video, some held a workshop involving the conference
participants, some acted like an actor on the stage, etc. All proved the successful implementation of
Korczak’s philosophy and methodology in modern educational settings. We can find the following
statement in the brochure of Avichail Experimental School (report by Tzipi Marhaim):
The changing Israeli reality and the complexity of educating children today, including a lack
of tolerance and respect, violence and socio-economic gaps, have forced educators and
others in our country to discuss questions of values and morality in depth. ... there is a need
to create a teaching environment that will stress the personal and social qualities of each
individual.
We believe that a combination of ideas from Korczak’s legacy in education can provide a

suitable solution to these problems.

Joseph Berding, a presenter of the afternoon session, skillfully summarizes Korczak’s idea into three:

1. The rights to a life of one’s own
Create a safe environment for the child. However, leave the space literally or spiritually
to discover things on his or her own.

2. The right to today
Let children live in the here and now. Their play is all about actual experiences and not a
waiting room.

3. The child’s right to be as he or she is.
Accept the child they way it is, including its talents and short comings.

All of the conference sessions have proved the significance of Korczak’s legacy is growing more and

more in the modern society.
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“NO CHILD’S PLAY” Toward a New Life

CHILDREN IN THE HOLOCAUST - CREATIVITY AND PLAY

A Dream

Holocaust were children
the mere thousands

dhood of

The Holocaust brought o
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